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independent administration in Manchuria which would
favour Japanese interests^ to the detriment of the com-
merce of other nations.^ *

On that dark January morning England told the
world, and especially did she tell Signor Mussolini,
that for a period at least, English policy would be
guided by certain new and strange principles. First.
The League of Nations offered no protection to its
Members, unless they were exactly the right colour,
physically and politically. The Chinese were too yellow,
later the Ethiopians were to be too black, and later still
the Spanish too red. Second. We were prepared to
condone aggressive wars, and the invasion of territory
so long as our commercial interests in that, area were
Taot affected. Third. "We recognized that the only
binding force of treaties was the power to enforce them.

What were the factors which drove England into a
decision so disastrous? The first was the deadening
of public interest in foreign affairs, and in international-
ism which followed the slump of 1931 and the collapse
of the second Labour administration. For some years,
up to about 1935> when another General Election was in
prospect, the great commercial interests and also the
reactionary elements in public life felt themselves safer
and freer from criticism than at any period since Glad-
stone broke up the Liberal Party over Irish Home Rule.
They found in Sir John Simon their perfect exponent.
Like many elderly converts from Liberalism he had
developed a marked dislike for weak nations, and
reacted as strongly as any * die-hard* against the recent
tendency to make concessions in India and Egypt.

The Cabinet, as always during the ensuing years, was
divided on certain main principles, but the right wing
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